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(Reprinted from PIC, Overseas Editicn, June &, L94k)
A DOUGHBOY 'S DAY
' (Author: HOWARD HANDLEMAN)

On “he transport the men bBald: U T+ won't be s0 bad taking this island, bubt
1t sure would be awful if they left us %o garrison the thing."

On the island they said:

‘ "het an Armyl They train us in the Galifornia desert and then ship us £6
these goddamned Aleutians to fight in the snow.

 1Oﬁ the transport the men needn't have worried. On Attu they just nisged the
point of the whole thing.

¥or these men were the Army's varsity in thelr part of the world. WNobody was

hi ine

£

—poing-to-make garrieon-trcops. ol LhAb,.. and nobody was going to wait until the war
. - e Foflen

worked around to a desert for them to fig

The desert was their training ground, bub tae men of the Seventh Division
were not desert troops. They were sometWing new to ths Army, something the Avay
never really needsd until it got involved in its first emphibious ware They were
the Army's first specialists in island ifvasicn, the first divieion the Army ever
set apart as a pure strilking force.

~ The Seventh Division is a new weapofl designed for e new kind of war, the un-—.
wieldy kind of war in which armics of men are herded into tiny boats and sent onto
hogtile shores fightings Traditionally ic is & Marine Corps kkind of war, but the.
Magine Corps is suall, the Amy big and the islands all over the Pacific. There
just aren't enough Marines to talke 211 of the iglands, so the Army had to learn to
fight from the small boats. ‘ : T

There's a lot more to that kind of Fighting than just keeping your rifle dry

‘on the way in. This army became a sea—gcing army and had to learn about the Navy.
Cormarding officers had to learn how mueh a ship could carry in its holds before
they could bogin to figure how much ammunition and food and water they could carry
with their troopss

 Supply officers, like Lt Bill Beeston of Iowa and Lt Bill Grisham of Texas,
had 16 delve more deeply into the cargo situation. They had to learn how fast a
ship could be unloaded, how to load cargo 8o the most importdit supplies would-hit
the peaches first, how Lo load so that when supplies hit the beach they would be
ready for usce.

 The engineers, like C.pt Oren Link of Chicago, had to learn how to unload the
small bosts at the beach, how to mcve supplies away-from the beach to avolid con~
gestion, how to meet the frout 1iné demand with a balanced flow of ammunition,

‘ The Seventh lcarned as it went along. On Abtu the small boats dumped their
rgo on the beaches loosc.. 1t Col James Fish III, later killed in action, didn't

,:1 e it thet ways He had to load it on sleds +0 bhe hauled up a cliff by cable.

Flﬂh and Lt Col Harold X, Howell, tho division engincering officer, put their heads
together and on the next invasion, Kiska, the ¢argo camc off the Higgins boats on
gsleds, ready to be pulled away in onc piecce
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he congeption of the cargo sled was an imporbant contribution to the mechan-
" invesion, one of the cozens thab have come from experience in this new=
od kind of fighting. The cargo sled cut hours from the time naeded to 2
o the flghtlng coubaﬂlou, and thosc hours arc. of prime importance when
onR islands so %iny that in one respect they nover have anybhing but a beach~

iphibious warfarc is really onc boachhcad after anotnor, On an stoll like
in, for instance, the Scventh jumped from one island %o another tablng
igeven islands in six days. There was opposition on eleven islands, ranging -
ength from the apprOXJRaLclv 4000 Japs found on Kwajaleinr island, to the =
wmarmed Jap sallors caught on ulny Loi.

. sTrode TS TR AEYS o0 Hed T6 TFignt o BVery one of tTHoe Hartl took
Ennylzbovar, whore the Japs had huge rerracks to stage troops, on D-Day without

. Opposi tion. Then he joined Lt Col Tee Wallace, of Michigan, in the attack on
ap seaplane basc, Ebeye, where it took two days to clcan out 450 Japs. The
after Ebeyc was °ecuﬂeﬂ Hartl led his troops to Central Gbgugwo Ialand

iTe Wallace went to South Guwogﬂelolande Hartl's troops found 73 Japs flgnt1n>”’
n'plllboxos on his island and spent the better part of an afternocn wiping them

who go through a serics likc that epwn to get uscd to amphibious attacks.
foarp all the little tricks,. They know how to pack thelir gear so that cigal-
and maps and rifle ammunition have morc chances to stay dry in the small -
wh.a.ch,_qm'o rrrr\a‘b she: ahs. of’ ushern

The ey've been in and cub of 50 nany uma‘l poats when time was short and ‘hc
hips:down that they can clamber over the 51de of the boats gquickly-— and with all

gear.

hoy know about gear, too. They k ow they'll have to pack it on their backs,
“thoy don't know how lon:. As voborans thoy feel they have the right of sclec-
“%o0, 8o thoy taks what thoy want, which is an absolutc minimum, and discard
'fhlnv clsg 4 lot of fine now aluminum moss kits werc loft aboard ships
_ater by tne troops that went mshorc on Kwajalcin's islands.

o battalion,-commandod by Tt Ool Albort V. Hartl of North Dkcoba,. book.s . - EC

The men of thevScventh arc proud of thelr rolc as speeialiste in invasione
roud, in fact, that thorc are pcople who arc a 1ittlc tired of hearing of the
on. But that's all right. Their talk stoms from an over-flowing 0apr1t

g which aolps make them the crack outfit thoy arc.

" " Therc was Abttu, threc weeks of the toaghoat kind of fighting, threoe wocks in
“the fog and snow and rain, +hrov woeks chasing Japs over mountains »

Therc was Kiska, without a Jap but with five days of mlscry stop a mountain
'110‘01 Stuﬂ.t uold Ta.l.u.n

hoy'11l have o lot to tcll about Kwajaloin. Thoro wero Jeps who attacked at
y rolling coconut logs before them as protection. Hartlls men got them, logs
nd all, with bazookas. - There werc Japs in pillboxes. The Doughboys got them
with TWT, tank guns, grenades, rifles and mechine guns. Thorv was oven a Jap
.gun was shot from his hands, Col Curtis.De O'Sullivan's mon got him with

&, of football: tochnlquo, a high-low tecklc in whlch onec soldlor gob the Jap's
ank]os, the other his neck.
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After the quick Xwajalein strike the Seventh started going over fundamentals
again, for more jungle tialnlhg, night maneuvers, rehearsals of landings. The men
will elimb up and down landing nets until theilr hands are raw, will crawl under
live mechine-gun fire, sweat through bayonet drills.

Then one day there will be a definite problem. Maybe it will be on the pa~-
rade ground, as it was before Kwajalein, or wmaybe in the hills some place. But
somewhere the troops will go through a spscific problem, will turn Lo the right
or left at so many vards, dive for cover, worm along the ground, rise and charge,
dig in, fight off a counter attack. It will be shadow boxing, sure, but it will be
Ponape or Truk or wmeybe even lindinao or Luzon or an Adriatic beachhead. The
troops won't know wiere at the time, but they will be ruming through the exact
moedLions of a specific invasion plan.

After the first rehearsal the troopg will be briefed some more, will be told -
their mistakes, will be given further instructions on strong points they missed.
Then they'll do it all over again. Thisstime they'll go ashore in the small boats,
land under cover of naval gunfire, seb up their beachhead and spread out, accord-
ing to plan.

The second dress rehearsal complete; they will be rushed aboard transports,
ready to put their plan in action. Unce the transport is underway and there no
longer is & chance of a leak in information, tihe troops will be told where they

BrEgotug s Babtalion and company offiicese will e ::13 lain that the strong voint the
third olatooq nissed on the parade wvounds is the biggest blockhouse on the enenmy
coast. The turn to the left, 87 yards from the beach in the second rehearsal,

will be made at 2 rise in terrain which will protect egainst enfilade fire. Iaps,
aerial photographs and clay models of the target will be brought out and everything
translated in terms of the mancuver, terms with which every soldier is familiar.

Lt Col Bdward P. Suith, 27-vear-old West Pointer and son of a Boston firewman,
explained the training program in fotball terms. Smith, slight, handsome and
genial, commands a hattalion for Col Wayne B. Zimmerman, Wesb Pointer from Wadena,

Mirmmesota.
i MmN cjok A8, 1o trein end direct the battaTlon " 8aith saids. "I run them
(7 et L T arissitod 5 3

J.

o them in fundamentals, teach ThHem BII tHs ErickeElarom —— .
hrough the maneuvers of the plan of attack.

through practice, ai
-and finally put thex bl
"That's what a foiball coach does. He tries to prepare his team physically
and mentally for a geme. In the army we call the mental side of the thing
'morale'!, but it's just the same."

Smith was telking on a transport. It was D ninus One, the night before the
attack on Kwajalein, the night before the first Americans bulled their way onto
the shores of territory that had been Japansse before the war.

"My biggest job is domne," Smith continued. "Tomorrow morning it will be up

%0 the boys, particularly to the licutenants who are the platoon leaders. They ' re
the guys who have to win the war, have to do the dirty work.
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tge given them all I could. ALOSF they hit the beach Eonorrow they ve

who w1ll 1ave to akb decisioap. if t%my‘nake_a J;St”

ganme and don't come thruugan That!s hy Jou, o',

about the responsibility of b
i RO E < o he blaslk-cubinardrosn ths n
before the attack to tell tﬂem just what he thought their jobh waswe 54

- T, el o
"'&3’3" 2 g ,.']'?

Jorcs Lrom comwﬁmder OQ down. .General

:good_one‘ I hope it is."

’qfassionalo 2 ‘ﬂﬂva . On the”f
bl . A : St operatﬂon.\
yon° ballevud'caat~ and geared hlmSulf for 5/ aouru of of’ort. Tb took three

¢e. Attu there have been‘ﬁo'QStimaﬁgs of ti @,fcr'an-d§e

£ 30u make it on & schedule you qavnn b, galnoa anything, and if you 8
re a chump,” ohu cfficer explained. ' Ve just quit guessing about how long
how would take .

rletthas other qualifications for leadership. He truéts' his men, hla

fficers. Brig Gen Archibald V., Arnold, who was

regimental off
'W5st Point in 1911, runs divisiom arulllery for

st %a@kersgifwae worlkod in Hﬁ11vwnhi came ‘up w1th the 1dea
; ' partiés in atell qar¢ar ‘

“#s an smphilious division, the Seventh has
A the Wavy, and its roiablaps have been uAcs: unly good. he<old lntcr—
Iries and prejudices fade before tho necessities and familiarities oft I
lhe soldiers of the Scventh have secn transpert sailors spond days
s, eating, sleeping and working in them without ever getbivig redief;
uoldlers respect the sailors. The sgilors have sneakced ashore for a-puok,'

rid flgﬁtlﬂg often cnouwh to know how tough a lot is the foot-sloggerts,

Tpdayfs Hayy no longer nales sport of the foot~51@ ging doughboy but age
‘as z memboF of the team. The sailor would bec the lqat to deny that the
bgface” delivers the war firsthand to the enecmy. ~




